
how to share the gospel.  

Churches assume you 

know how to share the 

gospel.  Yet this is the one 

thing that many Christians 

are terrified to do.  We 

gave them very basic tools 

that they could take 

with them on their trip 

to help them share the 

gospel.  We also taught 

them how to share 

their testimony.  They 

had time to put this 

into practice and act on 

what they had learned. 

The SMU department 

was so impacted by 

this training that they 

told us that they would 

never go back to send-

ing teams without 

training first.  They had 

leader training,  but this 

impacted them so much 

that they wanted training 

for everyone. 

Since last fall, I had been 

working with Biola Univer-

sity's Student Missionary 

Union department to set 

up a training for their short 

term mission teams.  This 

came to fruition during the 

first weekend of April.  

I and two other YMI 

staff members headed 

down to La Mirada, CA 

to train all 46 partici-

pants in their STM pro-

gram.   

We found out later that 

the students did not 

realize it was a training 

but thought it was go-

ing to be more of a 

retreat.  Needless to 

say, our fast-paced, 

intense, hands on 

training was quite the 

shock to the students.  In 

fact, some of the team 

building activities were 

very difficult for them to 

adjust to.  In the end, how-

ever they came together as 

a team. 

One of the areas we 

trained these students in, 

as we do with every stu-

dent, was how to personal-

ly evangelize and share the 

gospel.  It is surprising 

how many people do not 

know how to share their 

faith.  Even at a Christian 

university, it is kind of  

assumed that you know 

Biola University 

Ireland Pre-trip 

One of the coolest parts of 

my job is getting to go to a 

country and meet with 

missionaries to set up trips 

for future teams.  This last 

March, I traveled to Ireland 

to meet with missionaries 

in the Republic and in 

Northern Ireland too.   

This particular trip was 

special because the mis-

sionaries in the Republic 

were the family of a good 

college friend of mine.  

They shared with us the 

huge need in the Republic.  

There are an estimated 

35,000 evangelical believ-

ers in Ireland, a country of 

4 million.  That is less than 

1%!  What a need that ex-

ists in this tiny Isle nation.   

I then traveled up to North-

ern Ireland and met with 

our missionary partners up 

there.  This ministry in 

Dundrum is an evangelistic 

ministry that supports the 

local churches in spreading 

the gospel to the local 

community.  We have sent 

two teams up there now 

and are planning on send-

ing many more.  Words 

cannot describe the beauty 

I saw there nor the taste of 

the fish and chips I ate.   
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Not only do I serve at YMI but 

I also intern at New Hope 

Community Church in Bonney 

Lake, WA.  I was asked to 

direct the church's sports 

camp outreach.  A lot of pray-

er went into this sports camp.  

The response that God 

brought was unbelievable.  

There were 82 kids everyday 

at the camp.  Half of these 

kids were un-churched.   

This was by far the largest 

sports camp that New Hope 

has ever had and it was excit-

ing to watch God work.  The 

first day was a little rainy but 

then God cleared up the 

weather the rest of the week.    

On Thursday the gospel was 

presented to the kids and 

many responded to the mes-

sage of Christ.  Not only that 

but many of the parents were 

there and got to hear the 

message as well.   

God’s amazing providence 

was clearly displayed through 

out this whole camp.  He 

knew that we would need a 

larger volunteer force this 

year and so He provided 36 

coaches, 15 more than we 

have had before.  He knew 

that we would need a fulltime 

person dedicated to run this 

camp, and so He enabled me 

to do that as part of my   

internship.  He knew that we 

needed more people to take 

charge of the camp and run 

specific areas and so He pro-

vided 5 head coaches, a mu-

sic team, and plenty of story 

tellers.   

The most amazing thing of all 

was that we did not have one 

major injury or one complaint 

from parents about the camp.  

I am excited to see what God 

does with the BBQ follow up 

and the other follow up we do 

at New Hope.   

needs and provides for them.  

This means that He sees what 

I cannot and provides for 

that.  I just finished reading a 

biography of George Mueller 

and God demonstrated it over 

and over again during his life.   

I have seen this to be true in 

my own life, especially over 

the past year.  It was a chal-

lenge to become a fulltime, 

faith-supported missionary.  I 

had to swallow a lot of pride 

to do it, but it was what God 

called me to do.  His provi-

One of the coolest things in 

the Christian life is the fact 

that our God has so many 

names that describe His char-

acter.  One of His names is 

Jehovah Jireh: The Lord who 

sees and provides.  This 

name is so cool because it 

brings to light the promise 

that He gives in Matthew 6:33 

if we seek His kingdom first 

and His righteousness, He 

will provide for our needs.  

He is not just the provider 

but the one who sees the 

sion has never failed.  I am 

humbled by the way that I 

have been supported by my 

friends and family.  Not just 

financially but also emotion-

ally and spiritually.  God used 

many of you at just the right 

time to provide the support 

that I needed.  Or to say ex-

actly what I need to hear. 

Right now my current month-

ly financial state is 37% of my 

total monthly goal.   

Sports Camp 

God’s Provision.   

I was excited about this train-

ing because it was directly 

connected to my role at YMI.  

As the Church Relations Di-

rector, I am passionate about 

equipping churches to get 

their youth evangelizing and 

having a missional focus in 

their daily living.  Trying to 

train that many youth did add 

a new element to team build-

ing and such but by the end 

of the training it was very 

evident that every single one 

of the youth had been 

stretched and challenged that 

week during the training.   

God used them on the trip to 

be a huge encouragement to 

Mike and the ministry there.  

In fact, the trip was so im-

pactful on the team as well 

that two girls wanted to re-

turn and flew all the way to 

CA to go to train for our Cos-

ta Rica trip in 2012.  One of 

these girls is feeling called by 

God to go into fulltime inter-

national missions and feels 

led to take this next step of 

faith in that journey.   

The Amish, Farmers, and the Brethren: Lebanon, PA 

In May, I traveled to Lebanon, 

PA with my co-worker Rose 

Stiffler.  We had to travel 

across country, through 

Amish territory, past the 

dairy farms of PA to a beauti-

ful brick building of the local 

Brethren church.  It was here 

that Rose, Don DeVinney a 

former YMI board member, 

and myself trained a large 

youth group of 37.  This 

group was going on a trip 

through YMI to Costa Rica to 

work with missionary Mike 

Day. 
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“The Costa Rican 

Mission trip was 

the deepest 

spiritual mission 

trip I had ever 

been on because of 

the vulnerability 

involved in 

sharing one’s 

testimony.”  

-Margo Lebanon, PA 



that?  What a deal! 

But you know what, this was 

a promise given to Israel, but 

Jesus made this a reality for 

those of us who believe in 

Jesus.  Scripture promises 

that we are a new creation 

and have been made right-

eous in Christ.  We no longer 

are slaves to sin.  Sin has lost 

its power and lost its 

sting.  We have been forgiv-

en!  This should give us so 

much hope and peace.  Now 

we should eagerly obey 

Him.  Jesus said that those 

who love Him keep His com-

mandments.  This means we 

should live in such a way that 

...What an amazing promise 

to be washed as white as 

snow!  I can tell you that sit-

ting there looking at the 

snowy landscape of the hills 

around me the whiteness of 

snow is beautiful.  This is the 

promise that God gave    

Israel.  Though they were as 

evil as Sodom they would be 

forgiven to be as white as 

snow.  No longer would they 

stand out like crimson but 

they would shine like snow. 

What an amazing God we 

have.  He is able to forgive 

people that have wronged 

Him so badly.  All that He 

asks in return is that Israel 

do good, seek justice, look 

after the orphan and the wid-

ow.  Who can argue with 

God's glory reflects off our 

white snow.  May those who 

see us know that we have 

been forgive! 

To stay updated regularly 

about the ministry read my 

blog at                            

ymijoseph.wordpress.com 

A Snapshot from my blog: ymijoseph.wordpress.com 

1901 S. Jefferson Ave. #212 

Tacoma, WA 98402 

Phone: 661-476-7619 

E-mail: joseph@ymimissions.org 

 

Youth Missions International 

is a faith-based training    

organization empowering 

young people to continually 

live and share their faith in 

the global communities they 

serve.  
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