
 

missionaries for as long as 

two years.   

When I look back at where 

we were and I look at where 

we are now, I see God work-

ing in amazing ways.  By 

this summer God will have 

give us the opportunity to 

have trained over 2400 

youth, worked in 21 coun-

tries, served over 100 differ-

ent churches in 15 states, 

start 3 sister organizations 

in foreign countries, and 

form the first partnership 

between a short-term mis-

sion organization and a long 

term mission organization.   

I am not one that likes sta-

tistics, but when I look at all 

that God has done, I can not 

help but be overwhelmed by 

his faithfulness that is new 

every morning.  All glory to 

God. 

I have been reading the 

book of Deuteronomy this 

past month.  One thing 

that has stood out to me is 

the command to remember 

what God has done, not 

just in your life but in your 

heritage to bring you to 

the point you are at now.  

In fact it was commanded 

as part of worship.  So I 

want to tell of God’s faith-

fulness in the Life of Youth 

Missions International.   

YMI began six years ago 

this March with a com-

pletely volunteer staff.  I 

was blessed to be one of 

those volunteers that year.  

We trained one team of 10 

people that went to Bonney 

Lake, WA.  As an organiza-

tion we are passionate 

about training and equip-

ping young people in how 

to share their faith and to 

live it out in their commu-

nities.  We seek to provide 

the best training  possible 

that focuses on evange-

lism, cross-cultural minis-

try, and team building and 

leadership development.   

This year makes the sixth 

year of YMI and we have 10 

full time staff members, 

dozens of volunteers, over 

20 teams with 300 youth 

trained and being sent, as 

well as 17 college age stu-

dents being placed with 

God’s Faithfulness 

YMI’s Church Ministry 

My role here at YMI is the 

Director of Church Rela-

tions.  I have the privilege 

of working with churches 

across the nation and pre-

paring them to go on mis-

sion trips.  Sadly most 

churches that do short 

term missions do not have 

any sort of training before 

hand. Without proper train-

ing they are not able to 

adapt to the culture they 

are working in and they are 

not adequately prepared to 

serve in the ministry the 

missionary requests their 

help in.   

The reason for this is that 

youth pastors are over-

whelmed.  The thought of 

trying to plan a mission 

trip and do the training is 

simply the last straw.  This 

is why we started serving 

youth groups and provid-

ing training and trips for 

them. It provides the re-

source that allows them to 

focus on their youth not 

logistics. 

I love getting to know doz-

ens of youth pastors 

across the nation and hear 

what God is doing.  As we 

provide localized training 

for each church it exciting 

to see the way it impacts 

each youth group and em-

powers youth to share 

their faith.   
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Children praying during a YMI 
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Points of Prayer 

 Pray that God will be 

glorified as YMI 

grows and extends 

our impact with 

churches  

 Pray for the teams we 

send this summer 

and the ministry that 

will be taking place 

 Pray that YMI will be 

able to equip youth 

to know how to  

evangelize  

 Praise God for His 

provision for 3 years 

and pray that He will 

provide my monthly 

support 



It is amazing what happens in 

a course of a few years.  It 

seems like only yesterday 

that I was graduating from 

The Master’s College and 

moving into ministry here at 

YMI.  In reality that was al-

most three years ago.   

It was also one year ago that I 

started dating Taylor 

Whitehouse.  She has been a 

true blessing in my life.  The 

support and encouragement 

she has given has pushed me 

forward even in the hardest 

of times.  She is a senior at 

Seattle Pacific University as 

an Educational Ministry major 

with a worship minor.  She 

has a passionate heart for 

Christ and desires to share 

His love and gospel with all 

she comes in contact with.  

She is a wonderful musician 

and loves to play on worship 

teams and use music to take 

people before the throne of 

God.  Taylor has a heart for 

missions and spent two 

months this last year in Peru 

with YMI.   

As I look to the future and 

Taylor and I take further 

steps in our relationship 

there is one major task I need 

to accomplish: being fully 

supported.  God has provided 

for all my needs these past 3 

years.  Many of you have 

been faithful supporters of 

mine in finances, prayer, and 

encouragement.  Thank you so 

much.  I am now looking to 

raise $1500 more a month to 

be able to support a family.  If 

this is something God lays on 

your heart to give monthly 

support of any amount please 

contact me or go to 

www.ymimissions.org/give.  I 

am looking for 5 people @ 

$100, 10 people @ $50, 16 

people @ $25 and 10 people 

@ $10 who would be part of 

our monthly support. If you 

would like to partner in any-

way  with me in this ministry 

let me know and I would love 

to get together. 

you see Paul in Europe.  The 

principle is the same for be-

lievers today.  We need to be 

His witnesses wherever we go 

and constantly pushing the 

gospel forward.  I think every 

believer would agree to that 

and say Amen. 

There is a problem in today’s 

evangelical American society.  

Most believers don’t know 

how to articulate the gospel 

so how can they push it for-

ward?  Ask anyone in your 

church “what is the gospel” 

When Jesus ascended into 

heaven He left one final in-

struction: 

“But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem 

and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the end of the earth." -

Acts 1:8 

This verse outlines the book 

of Acts.  The gospel must go 

forth in Jerusalem, then Ju-

dea, Samaria, and eventually 

and see what happens.  Or 

ask yourself, “what is your 

testimony?”.  Growing up in a 

pastor’s home, going to a 

Christian college, and going 

to church I was never taught 

how to share my faith.  It was 

assumed I knew how.  The 

truth is most believers don’t 

know how.  This is the evan-

gelical crisis we face.  How 

can we live the gospel if we 

don’t know how to share it?  

That is why here at YMI we 

are committed to training 

people in sharing their faith.   

A Personal Update 

The Evangelical Crisis 

sult of that we have part-

nered with our local elemen-

tary school to provide food 

for underprivileged children 

as well as tutoring students 

on a weekly basis who need 

help in their homework.   

New Hope has grown to 

about 120 people and we 

have been blessed to see God 

save many people this past 

year and have publically de-

clare their commitment 

through baptism.  Currently 

NHCC is in the process of 

trying to purchase the build-

ing we have been meeting in 

for the last year.  Please pray 

for God’s provision in this 

area.   

One thing that the leadership 

at New Hope has requested of 

me is that I continue my edu-

cation so that I continue to 

increase my development.  As 

a result, I have started taking 

classes at Western Reformed 

Seminary in Tacoma, WA.  I 

am excited because this semi-

nary has had a strong empha-

sis on historical Christianity 

and Biblical Theology.     

New Hope and Seminary  

As the Church Relations Di-

rector, one vital aspect of my 

ministry is to stay grounded 

in the local church itself.  YMI 

has partnered with my church 

New Hope Community 

Church to make sure I have 

this opportunity.  As an in-

tern at NHCC I have done 

everything from preaching to 

website updates.  Every sum-

mer I run our sports camp 

outreach.  This last summer 

we had 80 kids with about 

60% of them coming from un-

churched families.  As a re-
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One of our team building 

exercises that builds trust 

within the team.  

Myself and Taylor  

“Mission exists 

because worship 

does not”  

-John Piper 



supported missionary, 

this is motivation.  So 

thanks to my good friend 

Tyler I will be making time 

to post every Tue.  I 

would encourage you to 

read his blog as he is very 

wise and insightful.   

God has been so faithful 

to provide for my every 

need over the last 2.5 

years that I have not really 

done any support raising 

to help with my sup-

port.  As a result of this I 

have not updated people 

about all that God is do-

ing as often as I should. 

So, you may be wondering 

why I posted this blog now 

after 8 months of inactivi-

ty.  The answer is sim-

ple:  Accountability.  God 

has blessed me with 

friends that care enough to 

push me to do more.  I was 

challenged by one friend 

today to blog on a weekly 

basis to keep people in-

formed as to what is going 

on in YMI and the ministry 

God has placed me in.  So 

if we don't, we owe each 

other $1 for every missed 

blog post in the form of a 

Starbucks gift card at the 

end of the year.  For a faith 

I’m truly sorry for keeping from 

you the blessing of hearing 

about God's work.  I had a sup-

porter of mine challenge me to 

get fully supported as a mis-

sionary so that it is not a bur-

den to me and push me out of 

ministry.  He also has pledged 

to hold me accountable to make 

sure that I am doing what I 

need to.  God has truly blessed 

me with people that are invest-

ed in the work He is doing here 

at YMI.   

 

To stay updated regularly about 

the ministry read my blog at                            

ymijoseph.wordpress.com 

A Snapshot from my blog: ymijoseph.wordpress.com 

Return Address: 

1901 S. Jefferson Ave. #212 

Tacoma, WA 98402 

Phone: 661-476-7619 

E-mail: joseph@ymimissions.org 

 

Youth Missions International 

is a faith-based training    

organization empowering 

young people to continually 

live and share their faith in 

the global communities they 

serve.  

Youth Missions International 

More than a Missions Trip 

www.ymimissions.org 

Mobilizing a new genera-

tion of Christ Followers 
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